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| N Obtifeqticnts of' our r Apoſtaty frojm 
God, the Depravation of our Nature, 
_ thereupon, and of that perſonal Guilt, 
'which we have contra© ted : We can- 
not, according to the Tenor of the Law, 
be admitted to Fellowſhip with our Maker 

either here, or hereafter, without Satisfac- 
tion for our Violation of it, as through the 


Corruption of our Nature we deſire it not. 
Of which important Doctrine the Apoſt 


treats, in ſome of the preceding Verſes. 


"God was in Chrift reconciling the World unto 
Himſelf, not imputing their 7 reſpaſſes to tbem, 
and bath committed unto us the Word of Re- 
conciHation, or, the Goſpel of Peace, which 
_ Chriſt gave Common to his APO wan 

ini- 


— 
82 % 
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2 De Holy 7 ſus made Sin: 


Miniſters to preach. In the Words of my 
Text, we are informed, how this Reconci- 
lation was effected and brought about. I 


ſuppoſe, that every intelligent Reader will 


eafily obſerve, that they conſiſt of three di- 
ſtinct Branches Chriſt knew no Sin. 
He hath made Him to be Sin for us——That 
we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
Him. I ſhall conſider the Words in * $ 
Order. 1 have now ee them. 


1. Chriſt 8 no hes Semetines, Sin 
is put for our natural Depravity. Thus it 
is to be underſtood, in ſeveral Verſes of the 
ſeventh Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans: But Sin, that it * ae ar Sin, 

working Death in me, by that which is good; 
that Sin by the Commandment might become 
exceeding Fafal (a). Now then it is no nitre 
I that do it, but Sin that duelleth in me (b). 
The Apoſtle means the ſame Thing, by 
Sin, by Evil, by the Law of. Sin, and by 
the Fleſh. viz. That corrupt Fountain, Prin- 
ciple, or Spring of Action, from which all 
our criminal Acts proceed. Again, Sin de- 
ſigns illegal Acts: Whoſeever commitreth Sin, 
tranſgreſſeth alſo the Law ; for Sin is the 
T ranſgreſſion of the Law (c). In this Defi- 
nition of Sin criminal Actions are intended. 
Chriſt knew RO. Sin, in either Senſe men- 

tioned, 


(x) Rom. vii. 13. (b) Fey (e) I lau iv. 4. 


E 
Sinners nude Rightionsi in \ Him. i 3 


tioned, neither as a Principle, nor Act. 
Knowledge, ſometimes means Approbation: 
The Lord knoweth: the W, of , the Rightevus:: 
The Import of lieh , N 2 roves there 
of. In this Senſe the! Riffe Jeſus æhew 
no Sin It was the Object of his utmoſt 
and invariable Deteſtation- He loved. Righ- 
teauſneſs,.." and hated Wickedueſs (d). And, 
by. Knowledge, Experience is meant. Thus 
I think we are to underſtand it, in theſe 
Words: Fyr ] know, that in me, (hat i x — 
my Fleſh) dieelleth uo. god thing (e). i 
Apoſtle expreſſes his Experience by bers 
| Phraſe I4no,. in this Part of the Verſe; as 
he does by the Phraſe I ind, in the follow- 
ing Branch of it. The Holy Jeſus knew 
29,911, in this Senſe. He had not the leaſt 
Experience of Evil in him, For, H was 
boly; harmleſs; undefiled, 1 ſeparate from 
Sinners (f). A Lamb without Blemiſh, and 
without Spot (g). No moral Taint or Im- 
jon attended him: And his Conduct 
was abſolutely perfect. He did no Sin, nor 
was Guile, found in his Mouth (Rh). 52 ie 
I would offer to Conſideration three Par- 
ticulars,: to; ſhew, that it was impoſſible, 
that Chriſt ſhould know Ba, in 2 Senſe 
now mentioned. _ 
I. His miraculous Coden 15 in ts 
Womb of the Bleſſed) Virgin. Chriſt not 
wits : 'B 2 * | being 


_ 


(c) Pſal. v. 7. (ej Rom. vii. 18. (f) Heb, vii. 26. 
(g) 1 Pet. i. 19. (h) Chap. . 11. 
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being conceived in a natural, but ſuperna- 
tural Manner, he did not partake of our 

natural Corruption. It was impoſhble he 
ſhould, . becauſe he was the fupernatural 
Production of the! holy Spirit. The | Holy: 
Ghoſt fhall come apon thee, and the Power off 

the Higheſt: ſhall over-ſhadow thee : Therefore 
alſo, that Holy Thing which ſhalt be. born of 
thee (i). This was an abſolutely new Thing, 
the:like was never before, nor ever will be: 
Bebold a net Thing do ] create, 4 woman 
fall compaſs a Man, i. e. a male Child by 
Conception, through | the Agency of 'the 
divine Spirit. 'To us a Child is born, 10 'us a 
Son is given. This was plainly a new Cre. 
ation. The human Nature of our Lord be- 
ing produced by the Exertion of the Power 
of the Spirit of God, no moral Taint ot 
Impunity could attend it. For, the holy 
Spirit could not give Subliſtence unto an 
unholy Nature. . 
2. The human Nature of Chriſt was! re 
plete with all the Gifts and Gracès of the 

N holy Spirit. The Spirit of the Lord God was 

| upon him (k). And the F ather gave not > 

| Spirit by meaſure unto him. The Su 
addition of the Gifts and Graces of the ey 
rit unto the Purity of Chriſt's Nature, ren- 

dered it impoſſible that he ſhould know fin. 
He having all the Gifts and Graces of the 


0 * 


ti . (i) Ia Il. 1. 
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holy Spirit in their utmoſt: Plenit ude and 
Perfection, ſuperadded unto the Purity of 
his N ature, nothing of Evil could poſſibly 
take Place in him: Such as the holy Spirit 
formed him, in the Virgin's Womb, ſuch 
he infallibly preſerved him, by: his-continual 
Prefence with! Re in the F ulnefs- of all ans 
Guts and Graces. © | 

3. The human nature off Chriſt hath; its 
Sabfiſtence.in his Divine Perſon. That In- 
dividuum of our Nature which was mira- 
culouſly produced by the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Son of God took into a per- 
ſonal Union with himſelf. He aſſumed it 
to be his own. in a peculiar Manner, that it 
might be at his Diſpoſal, and always under 
the Direction of his divine Will. The hu- 
man Will, and the divine Will of our Sa- 
viour are, and eternally will be diſtinct; 
but his Will as Man is in abſolute Subjec- 
tion to, and in all Inſtances, acts under the 
Direction of his divine Will. And, there- 
fore, it is not poſſible that he ſhould ever 
know Sin. Moral evil can never take place 
in a Nature which is ineffably united with 
the Perſon of the Son of God. 

- Theſe Things clearly evince the Falſhood 
of the Abomination of the Socinians, wha 
impiouſiy imagine, that Chriſt might have 
ſinned, and, conſequently, that the Deſign 
of our Salvation by him might have been 
entirely ruined. Than which, nothing more 


falſe 


6 


falſe and diſhonourable to:G God; can WY a- 
ved Reaſon deviſe. We grant, that | 
Will of the moſt holy Creature, is in itlelf 
mutable, and, therefore, if, left unto itfelf, 
it may make an unfit and unwiſe Choice. 
But, ſince the human Nature of Chriſt is 
the Workmanſhip of the "Holy Spirit, and 
is repleniſhed with all his ſupernatural Gifts 
and Graces, and alſo is in Union with the 
eternal Son of God, and, therefore, his hu 
man Will acts in all Things under the Di- 
rection of his divine Will; it is abſolutely, 
impoſſible that his human Will, at any Time, 
or in any Inſtance, ſhould make an unfit 
and unwiſe. Choice. | The ſupernatural pro- 
duction of our Lord, by the Power of the 
Holy Spirit, is a clear Proof of the Purity 
of his Nature, in his Formation. Andi the 
ſuperaddition of his Gifts and. Graces, and 
5 Subſiſtence of that holy Nature, in the 
Perſon of the Son of God, certainly raiſe it 
above a Poſſibility of Defilement and 1 
Acting, for evermore. 
I would make two Obſervations: on cheſs 
Particulars, before I. proceed farther.  : 
1) Adam was not a Head to Chriſt. 
Our bleſſed Lord was not a Member of 
him, included in him, nor repreſented hy 
him, in his public Capacity. He was the 
Repreſentative of all his natural Deſcen- 
dants; but his Headſhip was not, nor could 
be of larger Extent; the holy Jeſus not be- 


ing 


Sinners made Rigbtecus in Him. © 
ing ſo; he did repreſent him. The #r#: 
Man could not be a — to the /econd Mau, 
who is the Lord from Heaven. Ilt would be 
the higheſt Incongruity imaginable. to con 
ceive, that Adam was a Head to one w¹HO 
| 88 much his Superior i in all Reſpects. In 
Gifts, Graces, and in Nearneſs of Union 
with God. It was: not poſſible that he, 
who is perſonally united Kerr the eternal 
Bon of God, ſhould be a Member of, and 
be repreſented by; Alam. And, therefore; 
our Lord had no Concern in his Guilt, as 4 
Member. of his. Which is the Caſe of all 
his natural Deſecndants: - Original Guilt 

becomes theirs, in Conſequence of their 
Relation to Adam, as a Repreſentative | to 
them. For which Reaſon it is imputed to 
them. It is not the divine Act of the . 
putation of Adam's Sin that makes it ours; 
but becauſe it is ours, in Conſequence of 
our Relation to him as a Head, therefore it 
is imputed to us. 

(2) Chriſt was e nor © pool . 2 
Subject of the natural Conſequence of A. 
Adams firſt Sin By. which Conſequence, I 
underſtand, the Depravation of our Nature. 
That immediately followed, in Adam, as 
the natural Effect of his Tranſgreſſion. And, 
it takes Place in us, becauſe His Ack of Of- 
fence was ours, tho not committed by us; 
but by him, as our Repreſentative.; That Act 
of Sin being legally ours, wy ſhare- with him, 
11 in 
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in 3 natural Conſequence of it: Or, ve 
derive Depravity from him; 6n 1 Avevany: bf 
becoming guilty with Him. This fad Ef- 
fect does not follow upon the Imputation 5 
of his Sin, as the Cauſe thereof; but it 
follows upon his Sin being legally ours, Be . 
acting therein, as our Re ſenbntive Head, 


and 0 otherwiſe. Now Chriſt not being 


concerned in original Guilt, by Virtue f 
Union with him, as a Head, the natural 
Conſequence of that Guilt could not take 
Place in him, as it does in us, by Reaſon it 

is ours, as we are Members of him. Thus 
the holy Jeſus was ſeparate from Sinners, and 
it was not poſſible that he ſhould participate 


with them, in that which is the natural 
| Conſequence of Sin, vig. Moral Defilement 


and Impurity. Unleſs the human Nature 
of our bleſſed Lord had been thus nfallibly 
preſerved from all moral Evil, both in Prin- 


cCiple and Act, our whole Salvation would 


have been uncertain and precarious. For, if 
the holy Jeſus had been under a Poſſibility 
of Defilement, and of acting illegally, in 
any Inſtance, the Deſign of our Salvation 


by him might poſſibly have been defeated, 


to the eternal Reproach of the PerfoRtions 
of God, and the everlaſting Ruin of the 
Gliurh. The Thought of which muſt 
ſurely be ſhocking to every pious Mind ! 
That which Chriſt knew not, nor could ä 
Know, he was made. 
- i He 
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There are three Things to be eonſidered in 


chis important Subject : M heſe Ae. bi au 


Aube Alt itſelf-—And, on dhe pau 
far woo Chrilt was;mada Hin , Her us... 

This Was, not thg. Act of any Ce 
ture, asgelic or human a hut the Act of the 
divine Father. Me pray yeou in:Ghrift's Steath 
bende reconciled th God... Hor be hath made bim 
t6,6e;$10\for u. in e. He to whom the As 
poſtle prays the Corinthiansta, be reconciled, 
made; to he; Sin for us, It would. heye 
heen daring and) impious Inſolende, in ary 
Creature, 05 will that the Sen ef God ſhould 


be made Sin. God. only Had / Right! to 


feſolve upon it. and he Nong con place 
i240 his Account. This wan dhe! Contrit 
vaiife af his infinite Wiſdem and the De- 
termination; of: his Krenn Pate MN” 
forming the Plan of out, Reconciliatiab 
he willed: not te Impiite / our. Treſpaſſes c 
us;ahddacreed io ĩmpute them unto Olvitt; 


in order to his making Atonement for themi 


And according unto this His qavereign De- 
ce: Ie laid on bim, or made to meet lu 
him, the Intquities of us all; Phe Found 
tion of this Procedure Was u federal Agt-go- 
ment between the Father and Chriſt. 
Which is; clearly expreſied in a bleſſed; de 
vine Context by the inſpired Writer to the 
Hebrews : Wherefore, when be cometh 11 

5 Ce” SED. 
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the Werld, he ſaith, Sacrifice and Offring. 
thou wouldeft not; but a Body haſt thou pre- 
red me. ht Burnt Offerings and Sacrificts 


2 Sin thou hadft no: Phaſure. '-Then ſaid ＋. 


Lo, I come, in ibe Volume , the \Book it ts 


written of me, 055 to do thy [Will O Got. 


Above then 4 as 


Sacrifice e. Offering, 
and \' burnt Offerings, and Offerings, 


„ Sin; 


Ibo toculaſt not, neither badi Pleaſure there- 


In, which are offered by the Lau: Then ſaid 


be, Lo, Teome to do thy Will O Gad; be ra- 
erb away the firſt, that be may eſtabliſũ the 

fecond. 

rough the 

2 ou once for all. (m) 01 81 


y the which will t ate ſanfified, 
ay ) et ing of de of- Jer 


21. 


In theſe Words it evideatly: appears, ta 
"PAM the Will of the Father, that Chriſt 
ſhould become an Offering for Sin; unto 
which he freely and fully conſented. This 


Paction, or federal Agreement, was the 


Ground on which the Father made him to 


de Sin for us. And, therefore, wonderful 


as it is, tel is not che 1 7 ed thers- 


| ee | 2 


The divine "IMs 10 impute Sin. is 


Chriſt, was an Act of abſolute. Sovereignty, 
and aroſe from the nere Pleaſure of God, 
with a View to the Glory of his Perfections, 


in our Remiſſion and Salvation. But the 


bach 


b) br. 51 1 158, 9, FO. 


en eee in 2 11 


hath fer its Foundation, the free and full 
Conſent of Chriſt to bear it, in compliance 
with the Will of the Father that he ſhould. 
So that the Charge of ur Crimes to him, 
comports with Julias and no Injury was 
done to Chriſt in that Act. The Sovereign- 
ty of the Decree of the Imputation of Sin 
to him is a moſt clear Proof t hat God only 
Could make him to be Sin for us. For, if 
it had been poſſible to any created Mind, 
to have devifed this Method of the Expia- 
tion of Sin, which it was not, no Creature 
could have been inveſted with a Right to 
will and move for the Imputation of it unto 
the innocent Jeſus. As the Contrivance of 
this adorable Tranſaction was proper to in- 
finite Wiſdom: So it was peculiar to divine 
Sovereignty to reſolve upon it. This Act, 
therefore, of making Chriſt to be Sin for us, 
was God's own, and not the Act of. _ 
Creature whatſoever. 

2. The Act of making him to be Sin: 
Or how he was made Sin for us, is to be 
conſidered. I would do this n and 
Peer | 
7 1 It was not inberently 12 

That was abſolutely impoſſible. For, that 
would have been contrary to the infinite 
Purity of God, and ruinous to his Deſign of 
our Ch by Chriſt. - Beſides, as has 
been before ſhewn, the miraculous Concep- 


tion of our Lord, and the nen of 
C3 the 
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the Gifts and Graces: of the: Holy Spirit un⸗ 


to the Purity of his Nature, and the Sub- 
ſiſtence of his human Nature, in his divine 
Perſon, rendered it impoſſible that any mo- 


ral Taint, or Impurity, ſhould ever take 


Place in him. This: Act, therefore, of ma- 
king him to be Sin, effected no internal 


Change in him. His Nature remained pure 


and ſpotleſs notwithſtanding. And all his 
Actions correſponded with the! ſinleſs Per- 5 
fection of his:Nature. + -- 

(2.) I am to ſhew in a -fitive Senſe," 
how: Chriſt was made Sin. And He was 
made Sin in the ſame manner, as we are 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in Him. 
Which is /mputatively, Bleſſed is the Mant o 
whom the Lord imputeth Ri ghteouſneſs without 
Works. Imputation is, reckoning- accounting 
or Placi ng to Account, and efteen ng there- 
upon. The Act of Imputation, therefore, 
whether, of Sin, or Righteouſneſs, makes 
no internal Change in the Object of the 
Act. For it is not a tranſient Act; but it 
is an inward of tie Mind, which cannot 
produce a phyſical Change, in the Object 
upon whom it paſſes. And, enſequendy, 
the Imputation of Sin to Chriſt, was not; 
nor could be productive of any internal 
Change in him. Notwithſtanding the pla- 
cing to his Account, in the divine Mind, 
our Guilt, or criminal Actions, he remained, 


innocent, pure, and ſpotleſs, in himſelf, 
This 


32 
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This one ching being duly- attended unto; 
will enable us to anſwer various f the tris 
ing Objeftions, which 'are'iraiſed againſt 
the Doctrine of the imputation of urging 
to him, beyond any ſolid Reply Some 
have objected, that if Sin itſelf was imputed 
to Chriſt, he muſt have been defiled by it. 
But that is a great Miſtake: Fer Sin, 4b 
imputed, defiles not. If it did, the Imputa- 
tion of it, would be impoflible with God, 
not only with reſpe& to Chriſt; bot alſo, 
Sinners themſelves; becauſe infinite Purity, 
cannot put forth any Act which would ren- 
der the Object of that Act morally impure: 
If the Imputation of Sin to the guilty Crea- 
ture does not pollute him, which is a cer- 
tain Truth: How ſhould the Imputation of 
it to the Holy Jeſus, defile him? Imputa- 
tion is not Transfufion. ' In the latter a Per- 
ſon becomes the Subject of that which is 
transfuſed. But-in the former; *ho'one be- 
comes the Subject of that which is imputed, 
by the Al of Inputation. And therefore, 
though the Transfuſion of Sin, if that could 
be, Which it cannot, would neceffarily de- 
file: The Imputation of it, does fot pollute 
the Object of that Act. And, eonſequent- 
ly, the Imputation of Sin to the Bleſſed 
Jeſus did not, nor ald 1 politite” h his bo 
Natufe. 
This Docttine contains no falle, or mi- 


ſtaken Idea in it, on the Part of the F ather, 
who 


The Help 5 ſus wh Sin- 


3 | imputed Sin to Chtiſt; nor on the 
Part of Chriſt, to whom it was imputed. 
Not on the Part of the Father; for, he did 
not conſider our criminal Actions, which 
he placed to the Account of Chriſt, as his 
Acts, of perpetrated by him; but as our 
Acts, or committed by us: 80 that his 
Judgment in this Affair was according to 
Truth and Fact. Nor, does this Doctrine 
on the Part of Chriſt, include any miſtaken 
Conception in it: For, it does not ſuppoſe, 

that he had any Conſciouſneſs of the Perpe- 
tration of thoſe criminal Actions, which 
were imputed to him: Or, that under the 
Charge of them to him, he conſidered and 
eſteemed them Acts, which he himſelf had 
committed. Wherefore, this Doctrine is 
attended with no dangerous Conſequence, 
relating to Chriſt, nor is any Thing contrary 
to Truth, ſuppoſed therein, aper tag Sen 
which he was made for us. 

Beſides, if Guilt was not charged on 
Chriſt, his Sufferings could not be of a penal 
nature. For, Penalty, is ſuffering under a 
Charge of Offence, and without a juſt Im- 
putation of Guilt, Puniſhment cannot, in 
Equity be inflicted, on any Subject. It is a 
moſt unrighteous thing to puniſh any one 
conſidered, as innocent. And, therefore, 
if it was not poſſible with God, to impute 
Sin to the innocent Jeſus, neither could he 
inflict Puniſhment on him. And, if Chriſt 

N did 
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did not Endur proper Puniſfiment, his Sufa 
ferings were not, nor could be' ſatisfactory 
to — Law, and Juſtice of God for our Sins: 
And it is in vain to hope for Salvation, 
through his Sufferings and Death. Of ſich | 
Neceisty and Importance; is the Doctrine 
f the Impntatiow of Sin to Chtiſt. 
ie He was made Sin- er ns." Not for all 
the Individuals of Mankind. The lattet 
Branch of the Text interprets mis. Chriſt 
was made Sin for thoſe, and only thoſe, 
who are made the e of God in 
him. 35740931 Ai TRE Nac MIO 1 1 

- Now: as Men univerſal: are! oC. ade 
che Righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt: S0 ho 
was not made Sin for Men wniverſally.. 3 
Extent of theſe two Things is exaCtly the 
fame. Sach, who remain dead in gin, and 
go out of this World under the Domition 
and Power of it, ſurely none can think are 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt; 
and there is no Reaſon to oonceive, that he 
was made Sin for any of them! He bore 
the Guilt of no others than thoſe to whom 
he is a Head, who are his: Body, and for 
whom he became a Surety. For, that was 
the Foundation on which Sin was imputed 
to him: And, therefore, the Sins of :ſach 
Perſons only were imputed to him, Who are 
related to him as Members. They are tr 
Church aubich he loved, and gave NPR För 
it, that be might preſent t to o binjey If a glori- 
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i 1 Ik That v wig ht Sead Big 
Il neſs.of God gn Ee Tbejqhbings te he n 
I fidered in. tliis Branch of my Subject axe the 
i fallowings/ Righteouſne-riThas this is the 
| Rigliteattheſs bfiGad-—How.ws ate: made 
l the. Rightedufnefs of God And our bet 


ing 80 the: Righteouſneſs of God ia 
hriſto e uon od obgm 5:4 ofdvr 
1. I would ſhew what Righteouſneſprsl 
And: iv. confifts/\of two diſtih t Branches. 
Pury of Nature. Theikord! roguints 
Nutb inthe imeari Parti Ihe Da extends 
to the Mind. Kll its Diſpoſtidns and Acts 
muſt be perfectly holy. "The o&$8rnal. Rule 
of Mice we allows ef heften Im- 
purity, any mera than dt dee of ,extctnal 
pftholy Ads, All vain Iniggihations, ; all 
diſorderly Thoughts, all, ifregular Deſwes, 
and all evil, Tendencies, in the Affectiens, 

are condemned by it. Righteauſneſs, cherer 

fore,” includes lin it Holmes 96 Heart, and 

ſuch Holineſs as is amſwerable to the Re- 

5 quirement of the Law, ws. nilohatery! Per 
* EN and ſinleſs. 1 2101 1 ds bod ; : 
5 (2) Obedience to all lle Frecepts of. the 
Low! in Conduct, is the other Branch 'of 
| r N 0 Ac is done: e 


id . * * 


" (n) Eph. V. 27. 


be 
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the Law prohibits, or if any Defect and Im- 
perfection attends thoſt — which it 
preſcribes, Righteouſneſs/is wanting. For, 
if there is not a complete Conformity to tlie 
Law, in Heart and Life, or in all Acts, in- 
ternal and external, both with Reſpect to 
the Matter and Manner of thoſe! Acts, tlie 
Lawgiver muſt neceſſarily)” if his Judgment 
is according to T ruth, eſteem that Gbedi- 
ence imperfect, and not anſwerable to the 
Rule of Action. And, thetefore, not ſuch 
as will juſtify in his Sight. The Holinels 
of Chriſt's Nature, and fis ſinleſs Obedience 
in Life, are the two eſſential Branches of 
that Righteouſneſs which is required in the 
Law: And both are equally neceſſary unto 
our being conſtituted righteous in kim; 

who! 1s the Lord ou. ghteouſneſs. i 2112 

_ 2 That Righteou ouſneſs, which we are 
made, is the Righteouſneſs of God. (1) 

This may de underſtood of God the Pak: 
For, this Rightcouſneſs is the Contrivance 
of his infinite Wiſdom: How {guilty Men 
ſhould be juſt with God, no created Under- 
ſtanding could determine. None but God 


_ himfelf could refolve how' this ſhould be. 


And it is the Effect of his fovereign Good- 
will and Pleaſure. Chriſt's Headſhip to us: 
Our Relation to him as Members: His 
Subjection to the Covenant of Works on 
our Account, are Effects of the Love of God 
to us, and the Refult of his gracious Decree, 


COhcern- 


18 The Holy Feſus made Sin- 
concerning us. Beſides, the Father accepts 
of this Righteouſneſs for us, and. graciouſly 
imputes it unto us. And, therefore, this 
Righteouſneſs is his free Gift. For which 
_ Reaſon it is called tbe Gift of Righteouſneſs. 
(2) Chriſt, whoſe this Righteouſneſs is, he 
is truly and properly God. He is the mighty 
Gad (o). Over all, God bleſſed for ever (p). 
In the Form of God, and thought it not Rob- 
Bery to be equal with God (q). He who is 
our - Righteouſneſs, is Jehovah. This is 
therefore the Righteouſneſs of a divine Per- 
ſon; but not his divine Righteouſneſs. The 
human Nature of Chriſt is the immediate 
Subject of it. For, it is the Holineſs and 
Obedience of that Nature, unto, the Law, 
- under which, as Man, he was made. As 
his human Nature hath. its Subfiſtence in 
- his-divine Perſon ; it is the Righteouſneſs of 
God, as his Blood is the Blood of God. The 
_ Dignity of his Perſon is the Ground and 
- Meaſure of the Merit and Value of both; 
his Perſon is infinite in Dignity, and that 
gives infinite Worth and Merit to his Obe- 
dience. And, therefore, it is properly de- 
_ ſerving of all that Grace and Glory, which 
are and will be communicated to the Elect 
of God, even unto Eternity. And it is thro' 
this Righteouſneſs that Grace will reign un- 
do eternal Life. This is the Righteouſneſs 
755 DRE ? ::: kf 
{o) Iſa. ix.6. (p) Rom. ix. 85. (q) Philip. ij. 6. 
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'S of the Mediator; but it is not his mediato- 
y rial Righteouſneſs. For, that compriſes the 
is full ä — and faithful Diſcharge of the 
h whole Will of God in his mediatorial Ca- 
. pacity, which is of far longer Extent than 
© the Requirements of the Covenant of Works 
'y from us. This is that perfect Holineſs and 
). ſinleſs Obedience, which that Covenant de- 
— mands of us. Hence it is evident, that 
is though this Righteouſneſs i is included i in his 
is mediatorial Righteouſneſs, yet it is not that 
A Righteouſneſs itſelf. Theſe Things clear 
e the Doctrine of the Imputation of 'Chriſt's 
te Righteouſneſs to us, from ſeveral Gee | 
d which are brought againſt it. | 

v, 3. The Act of making us Righteouſneſs, 
Is is to be conſidered, This is not nberextly, 
in but imputati vely. Bleſſed is the Man to whom 
of the Lord. imputeth | Righteouſneſs without 
je Works (r). It is not the Transfuſion of 
id Chriſt' Righteouſneſs into us For that 
1; is impoſſible. We do not become the Sub- 
at jects of 3 it. As he did not become the Sub- 
e- ject of Sin, by being made Sin for us: 80 
e- we do not become the Subjects of Righte- 
:h ouſneſe, by being made 3 Riphteouſaeh 
& of God in him. Sin which Chriſt was made 
o was not inherent in him: Ang Righteouſ- 
n- neſs which we are made, is not inherent in 
ſs us. Sin is $ Ours ſubjectively, and not Chrift's: 
of FF D Atte K iin 22008 
6. 4 27% zelt Gt 


4 (r) Rom. iv. 5. 
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And Righteouſneſs: is his ſubjectively, and 
not ours. The Imputation of Sin to him,” 
effected no internal Change in him: Nor 
does the Imputation of his- Righteouſneſs to 
us; produce any internal Change in us. K 
due Confideration of the Nature of the Act 
of Imputation, Will enable us to ſee this 
elearly. Imputation is an internal Act of 
the Mind, whether it be of Sin or Righte- > 
. ouſneſs,: and, therefore, it cannot be = | 
ductive of any inherent Change in the 
ject upon whom it paſſes. 25 — 
not made ſinful, by the Imputation of our 
Sins to him: 80 we are not made holy, or 
internally righteous, by the Imputation of 
his Righteouſneſs. to us. Fer, as the Im- 
putation of Sin to him did not defile him: 
So the Imputation of | Righteouſneſs to us 
does not ſanctify us. The Reaſon of which 
is clear, Imputation is not a Transfuſion of 
that which is Iniputed; whether it be Sin 
or Righteouſneſs ; but it is reckoning, 
accounting, or placing to Account, and eſ- 
teeming thereupon, as was before obſerved. 
'The Obiedt of d of this Act, therefore, muſt ſtill 
be iaberoatly the ſame as before, notwith- 
ſtanding that Act paſſing on him, becauſe it 
is not a tranſient; but an internal Act, which 
cannot produce a phyſical Change, in its 
Object. It is certainly true, that as God 
backed Chriſt Righteouſneſs to us: So he alſo 
makes him Sanctification unto us; but not 
. in 


Sinners made Rigbicous in Him. 21 
in the ſame Way. He makes him Righte- 
ouſneſs to us, by the Imputation of his 
Righteouſneſs to our Perſons: He makes 
him Sanctification to us, by a Conveyance of 
Grace from him, into our Souls. So that 
His Grace, which ee into our Hearts 
from him, becomes ours ſubjectively; but his 
Righteouſneſs, which is imputed to us, does 
not ſo become ours. It is ſtill in him, as 
its proper Subject, and not in us. And 
in the divine Imputation of this Righ- 
teouſneſs to us, it is not ſuppoſed, that 
God accounts it our perſonal Righteouſneſs, 
or wrought out by us; but it is freely granted, 
and conſtantly. aſſerted, that he eſteems it, as 
it really is Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, or wrou br 
out by him: Nor, is it thought, that God 
conſiders this Righteouſneſs as ours ſubjec- 
83 tively, or inherent in us; but that he reckons 
it to be the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ſubjec- 
tively, as it truly is. He accounts it ours, no 
otherwiſe than by free Gift, and gracious 
Imputation. And, therefore this Doctrine 
contains in it nothing abſurd, or any falſe 
and miſtaken 3 e God, 

| pro r , ? 1s; 

- Be is in Chriſt that we are made whe 
Rightcouſnek of Cod: (1.) We are in 
Chriſt: Or a Union between him and us 
ſubũſts. The Act of Election terminated 
on our Perſons in him. For we were cho- 


ſen in him. In that gracious Decree, God 
5 willed 


344. 
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willed him to be a Head to the Church, 
and appointed the Church to be his Body- 
Which Act of the divine Will, conſtituted 
a real Union between Chriſt, and the 
Church. And, the everlaſting Covenant 
was made with him, conſidered as the 
Church's Head, which the Aſembly of Di- 
vines well ex preſs: The Covenant. of Grace 
was made with ; Cri, as Head, and with the 
Elect in him, as bis Seed. And, therefore, 
all the Bleſſings promiſed and granted, in 
that Covenant, were given to us in him. 
We were ble ſed « with all ſpiritual Bleſſings, in 
beavenly Places in Cbriſt (s). And that Grace 
according to which, we are ſaved and called 
with an holy Calling, was given us in Chriſt, 
before the World began (t). Which neceſſarily 
ſuppoſes the Subſiſtence of a real Union be- 
tween Chriſt, as Head, and us, as Members 
of him. (2.) This focderal, or as ſome have 
called it, this Fountain-Union, is the Foun- 
dation of the Imputation of ;our Guilt to 
Chriſt, and of the Imputation of his Righte- 
ouſneſs to us. Becauſe, we are myſtically 
one with him, our Sin was imputed to him, 
and for that Reaſon, his Righteouſneſs is 
imputed to us. Becauſe, we were foederally, 
in the firſt Adam, as a Head to us, there- 
fore, 1 is his Act of Diſobedience, charged on 
us: And, becauſe we were n in the 
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ſecond Adam, ds a Head to us, therefore, is 
his Obediente placed to our Account. And 
as we were in Adam prior to the Imputa- 
tion of his Offence ta us: So we were in 
Chriſt prior to the Imputation of his Righte- 
ouſneſs to us. I lament, I greatly lament, 
that ſome even among ourſelves, ſeem to 
ſuppoſe, (though: I think tliey have no ill- 
meaning) that the Imputation of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs to us, is prior to any real 
Union with him, which is a great Miſtake. 
They do this leſt they ſhould: give Counte- 
nance, to what has been called Antinomi an- 
iſm, viz. Union with Chriſt from Everlaſting. 
But the Truth is, a Denial of this everlaſt- 
ing foederal Union, between Chtiſt and his 
. People, leaves no Ground for the Imputa- 
tion of their Sins to him, nor, the Imputa- 
tion of his Righteouſneſs to them. The di- 
vine Decree to impute our Sins to Chriſt, and 
to impute his Righteouſneſs to us, was an 
Act of mere Sovereignty ; but the Acts of 
the Imputation of our Sin to him, and the 

Imputation of his Righteouſneſs to us, 
proceed on a fit and juſt Ground, which 
God in infinite Wiſdom, fixed on, and that 
18 2: myſtical Union between him and us, 

| whereby it became proper and condecent, 

that he ſhould bear our Guilt, and that his 

Obedience ſhould be reckoned, or imputed 
to us. So that; the Act of Imputation, in 
— Inſtance, is to be conſidered, as 
| merely 
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merely ſovereign; but as righteous and Gal. 
And, therefore, a real dee Chriſt 
and us muſt have ſubſiſted, antecedent to 
the Imputation of our Sin to him, and the 


Imputation of! his eouſneſs to us. 
Three Obſervations: vill cloſe: ks: 'Dif- 
courſe. +. 2260 8 ei e e d 180. b 


I. Obſetrv. We ought to: * this Wif- 
dom, Purity, Sovereignty; and Grace of God, 
which are herein diſcovered. [What 4 Dil | 

play of divine Wiſdom is thert in theſe 
Things ! They are the Miſdom of God ina 
Myſtery: His hidden M iſdum. That Myſtery 
eobich wes bid in God. No created Mind, how 
capacious ſar ver could poſſibly have reſolved 
how our Guilt might be expiated, fully at- 

toned for, and our | Perſons: conſtituted righ- 
teous: The Law magnified,” and every. di- 
vine Perfection chine forth, in its brighteſt 
-Luſtre, in our certain and complete Salva- 
tion. Upon a due Conſideration of the 
Conſtitution of Chriſt's Perſon: The trans- 
fering of our Guilt to him: His en 
to the Covenant of Works: His Obedi- 
ence to it, and the infinite Merit of his Obe⸗ 
dience, ariſing from the infinite Dignity of 
His Perſon, and that juſt Ground, whereon, 
his Obedience becomes ours, and, therefore, 
is imputed to us: Surely, we can't but fay us 
.the Apoſtle does, in a Way of holy Adora- 
tion: O-rhe Depth of the Riches both of the 
ond dom and Knowledge of God; how unſearch- 
- able 
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70 are his. Judgement, and bis Ways faſt | 
finding out? | 
Again, the” Purity of God is clearly Teen 

herein. Sin is not gelte at, or fared - 
Nor, are any Allowances made for our mo- 
ral Imperfections and Defects, in tlie Way 
of our Pardon ànd Salvation. Neither are 
our Perſons juſtified, without a Righteouſ- 
neſs perfectly commenſurate to the extenſive 
Requirements of the Law. And all ſpiri- 
tual Bleſſings are communicated td us of 
ſuch 4 Foundation as is honourable to di- 
vine 5 75 as well as it is to the Praiſe of 
the Glory of divine Grace. The infinite 
Holineſs of God hath not, in any Thing, 
nor can have ſo illuſtrious a Shine, as it hath 
in making Chriſt to be ſin for us, and 1 in 

making us the Righteouſneſs of God in 
him. 

Belides, che Sovereignty. of God mo 

manifeſtly appears in this whole Procedure. 
The ſupernatural Conception of Chriſt as 
Man, that he might not have any evil Taint, 
was the ſovereign Appointment of God. 
The Ordination of his human Nature, unto 
a Subſiſtence in his divine Perſon, was 4 
ſovereign Decree. Vea, it was one of the 
higheſt Acts of Sovereignty that God ever 
did, or will put forth. The Decree, that the 
holy Spirit, in all his ſupernatural Gifts and 
Graces ſhould reſide in the human Nature 
of Chriſt, Was a lovereign one. The De- 
. termination, 
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termination, that a Nature ſo dignified, 1 
raiſed above the Condition of a mere Crea- 
ture, by an ineffable Union with the eter⸗ 
nal Son of God, ſhould bear Sin, and be⸗ 
come ſubject to the Covenant of Works, on 
our Account, was entirely owing to the ſo- 
vereign Pleaſure of God. And it was divine 
Sovereignty which fixed on the Perſons 
whoſe Guilt he ſhould bear, and for whom 
he ſhould obey the Law. Than which, 
nathing can be more evident. For, botk 
are the Effects of abſolute Pleaſure. And, 
therefore, it was free with God, to reſolve 
on whoſe Account he ſhould be made Sin # 
And to whom he ſhould be made Righte= 
ouſneſs. Theſe are ſuch Acts of Favour, 
as none have a Right to claim, and, conſe- | 
quently, God was at full Liberty to deters 
mine by a ſovereign Act of his Will, whoſe 
Guilt he ſhould bear, and who ſhould be made 
righteous 1 in him. Thus divine Sovercigr 
ty is the Baſis of both theſe Thing gs; ther- 
upon they entirely reſt, and into it they 
muſt be abſolutely reſolved, as the original 
Cauſe thereof. 
1 arther, the Grits K. God Nun moſt 
gloriouſly in theſe Things. Infinite Love 
to our Perſons is diſcovered ; in the Transfer 
of our Guilt from us, and in the . 
of it to Chriſt, in order to his ſuffering 
Penalty it demerits, that we might . 
doned and ſaved. That Redeniptinn Io 
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we. have .throy zh him, the For iveneſs 
of Sins, i is according to the Riches of divine 


| Grace. 1 the Jecree, that he ſhould 


: £ 


8 10 obey i it for us, chat we might 


be conſtituted righteous, juſtified in the 


Sight of God, and be made 22 7e, according 
 to.the Hope of eternal Life, is an amazing 
Paz poſe of Kindneſs and Mercy. 


2. Obſery. Theſe i important Truths are 
a moſt ſolid Ground of frong Conſolation. It 


is the Will of God, that the Heirs of Promiſt, 


who have fled for Refuge, to lay hold on the 


Hepe ſet before them, might enjoy ſuch Conſo- 
lation. Sin, 1 in its Guilt, being transferred 


from us, and'; im uted to Chriſt, and atoned 
for by him, is a 25 Foundation of ſpiritual 


Peace and Joy. We joy in God, throu gh our 


Lord Te Fe fus. Chrift. by whom we 3 now „ 
5 19 the Atonement (u). Permit me to ſay >> 


„(I ſhall expreſs no ill Meaning g) let not 


155 Saints be afraid of Sin, in its Guile 1 
do not ſay, fear not to commit Sin, no, God 
forbid, . at they ought to fear above all 


Things. But 5 not Sin in the Guilt of tt. 


They ſometimes have very terrifying Ap- 
prehenſions, under a Senſe of Guilt contrac- 


ted, and are afraid to hope for Pardon, on 


3 Account of the heinous Nature, and the 
| Aggravgtions o of their Guilt. But they have 


E2 es no 


(a) Rom. Vis. 
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no juſt Reaſon for it. Becauſe Chriſt hath 
Vn hed their Trans Hreſion, and made an End 
of their Sin, as to its Guilt. And, there- 
fore, they have no Cauſe to fear it, in its 
Guilt, Chriſt having put it away by the Sa- 
.crifice of himſelf. We ought eternally to 
fear Sin, i in the Love, Prevalence and Power 
of it, for, therein, it will certainly be ruin- 
ous for evermore. But Terrors of Conſci- 
ence, occafioned by the Guilt of Sin, in 
thoſe who are freed 1 50 the Dominion and 
Power of it, are groundleſs, becauſe that is 
fully expiated, by the Sufferings and Death 
of the Son of God, who was made Sin. 
Again, Believers being made. the Righteouſ- 
| IP of God in Chriſt, they have juſt Cauſe 
of Triumph. And may LE with holy Ex- 
ultation: ho ſhall lay any thing to the Charge 
of ( God's Elect it is God that juſtifieth. Who 
7s be that condemneth * ? tis 225 /t that died, 
Þ Yon, rather, that is riſen again (x). ' Whoſe 
i Reſurrection 1s a full Proof of their Juſtifi- 
i cation. For, He was delivered for their Of- 
fe fences : And raiſed again for their Juſtiſica- 
, tion (y). The Righteouſneſs, which they 
are made, is an everlaſting one, and ever- 
laſting Salvation 18 inſeparably connected 
with it. Their joyful language, even under 
the deepeſt Senſe of their Guilt, Imperfeclions 


: and Unworthineſs, in themſelves, ſhould be 
this : 


(x) vows viii. 34, 35. (y) Chap. iv. 25. 


3 


1 
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this: : I will: greatly rejuyce 5 in the Lird, 


my 5 

Soul ſhall be je 775. in my God, betauſe he hath 
clothed me with. the G nent, of Salvation, 
and. covered” ne or th the Robe of” Re ghtronſe. 


ie 4 (2). 

: ber Theſe are Doctrine es according 
” Godlines. It is a very groſs Miſtake to 
imagine, that theſe Principles are calculated 
to encourage Negligence, Sloth, or Evil. On | 
the contrary, they are calculated to promote 
an Abhorrence of Sin, and a cordial Appro- 
bation, of. Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs. 


What ſtronger Motive to forſake Sin can be 


thought of than Chriſt's bearing” it, and his 
ſuffering the Penalty which it demerits? 
Wherein, divine Indignation againſt | our 
Crrimes was diſcovered to the utmoſt. And 
as his being made Righteouſneſs to' us; does 
not diſſolve our Obligation to Obedience: So 
it is a moſt powerful Incitement unto it, in a 
Way of Gratitude for that eminent Favour. 
That our corrupt Nature may abuſe theſe, and 
other evangelical Truths, is granted. As it 
may alſo abuſe the Law. For, Sin 7011] fake 
Occaſion by the Commandment to work in us all 
Manner of Concupijcence. But the Law is 
not culpable, and blame-worthy, on that Ac- 
count. And the fame evil Principle may 
abuſe the Goſpel, and turn the Doctrine of 
the Grace of od, into Laſciviouſneſs. But 
the Goſpel is not . nor ought any 
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